Annual Report of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School at Canton for the Year Ending November 30, 1936 by Massachusetts Hospital School.
Public Document No. 82 
wql' QlolUWOt1lUraltq of £it{asl1arqu.6rttn 
ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
TRUSTEES OF THE _MASSACHUSETTS 
HOSPITAL SCHOOL {~tA.) (en..: 
AT CANTON 
FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 1936 
DEPARTlIfENT OP PUBLIC WEL],'ARE 
( ttl .\ c 'e t " I "l I r, 4. I I I I 
flo It " c 4 I .... I, I , ': 
I \- I" 4 ~ ,(. I II Ie .. : f :: : I I: ~ , : : " 
I I co •• r (CI I I I., 
PUBLICATION OF THIS DorUMENT ApPROVED BY THE CO~t:\IISSlON ON AOl.fINlSTJ.ATJON AN D FINANCE. 
400 . 2-'37. Order 9745. 
MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL 
POST OFFICE ADDRESS: CANTON, MASS. 
TRUSTEES 
'VILLIA};[ F. FITZGERALD, Chairman, Brooklinc 
ROBERT B. OSGOOD, M. D., Boston 
ROBERT F . BRAD~'ORD, Cambridge 
LoTliROP 'YlTIIlNGTON, Brooklinc 
\V. RUSSELL MACAuSLAND, M. D., Boston 
RESIDENT OFFICERS 
JOHN E. FISH, M. D., Sltperintendent (lnd TreasUl'er 
LYSANDER S. KEMP., M. D., Senior Physician 
BENJAMIN E. WOOD, M. D., Senior Physician 
ANNA MINTZ, D. M. D., Dentist* 
MABEL G. MORGAN, Principal Bookkeepel'* 
GEORGE H. LoMBARD, Steward 
RUTH PARK, B. S. Ed., Socinl WorkM' 
MEREDITH C. STEWART, R. N., S1tperintendent of NUI'ses 
JUNE E. SLEEPER, Physiotherapist 
JEANNETTE LECLAIR, Dental Hygienist 
MARGARET R. BRAYTON, A. B., Head Teacher 
LILLIAN S. SWIMM, Head Hmtsekeeper 
JOHN S:l.IITH, Chief Engineer 
W~T~R ~. S.PA~!,DI!,G,). l~a;penter Foreman· 
; :'. j~s :BLACK, Flr,rm9r' • ..' 
*N'on -~~i dEWl'~ •• III III.: • III :: ... ~ .... 
.... ..... 
' . . 
•• • III 
. .' 
:. :' .:' .ft: '.: :: ......... '.: ' .c;O'NS,\JtTANTS 
III ..... ! .. ::.: •. : .....•. : .. : .. :.: 
B~ONSON 'CROTHERS, M.D., 
Neurology 
H. B. C. RIEMER, M.D., 
Ophthalmology 
HENRY GALLUP, M.D., 
Pediatrics 
AUGUSTUS TJ-IORNDIKF., JR., M.D., 
Surgery 
LEIGHTON JOHNSON, M.D., 
Otolm'yngology 
EDWIN N. CLEAVES, M.D., 
Roentgenology 
II 
P. D. 82 
MASSACH ETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL 
Established by Act of Legislature in 1904. 
For the care and education of the crippled and deformed children of the 
Commonwealth. 
A school with hospital facilities. 
Resident medical, nursing and teaching staff. 
Education and convalescence proceed together. 
Education of a crippled child is not charity any more than is the educa-
tion of a normal child. 
No form of surgical care or other treatment, however desirable or nec-
essary it may be, can be re.garded as complete which neglects the social, 
moral and mental growth of crippled children. 
The school's curriculum is made up of the uGual elementary subjects and 
its eighth grade diploma admits to pu.blic high school. There are vocational 
courses open to selected eighth grade graduates. 
Educational methods extend far beyond the scholastic instruction of the 
schoolroom. 
Every effort is made to put the child in a proper attitude toward life, to 
eliminate self-pity, to develop character a!ld to teach him that physical dis-
ability is not the handicap he has been led to believe, but rather an incon-
venience to be overcome. 
It has been found that the placing of clippled children under healthy 
conditions, thus directly stimulating opportunities for play, study and amuse-
ment, tends to destroy any sense of self-pity and teaches them to minimize 
or forget their disabilities. 
The educational methods of the school are based on the belief that the 
economic independence of crippled children depends even more upon their 
mental attitude toward a life of usefulness than upon their physical handi-
cap. 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts· has been a leader in the work of 
training crippled chiJdren, and the results shown by the record of graduates 
are a justifiable source of gratification to the citizens of the Commonwealth. 
TERlIS m' AmussIOx 
Crippled and deformed chlldren of the Commonwealth, between the ages 
of five ·and fifteen years, who are mentally competent to attend pu.blic 
school, are eligible for admission for hospital care and educational training. 
Certain state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, epileptic 
or otherwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only. 
Payment for the board of private patients must fie made in advance, 
unless sufficient surety therefor is given. 
The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town of Canton, 
about two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. 
Automobile bus connect\s with two trains at Canton Junction station on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 
Postoffice address: Canton, Massachusetts. 
Applications for admiS'sion should be made to the Superintendent. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Counc'il: 
Every year brings fresh evidence of the wisdom of the founders of the 
institution, which affords the combined advantages of a hospital and a 
scbool for the care and training of crippled children. No thoughtful person 
can observe the progress oE crippled children slowly convalescing from a 
recoverable disease or permanently handicapped by paralysis or some other 
affliction without being impressed with the value of education as well as 
treatment in relation to future welfare. In the belief that the well-grounded 
prosperity and happiness of crippled children are neither limited to one 
kind of aid nor to one form of relief, it is a fundamental axiom of the 
Hospital School that treatment and education are united and inseparable, 
and should proceed together without any attempt to adjust the delicate 
balance .between the two. 
The work of the institution has progressed favorably during the year 
with a slight decrease in the number of patients and a larger personnel 
than would be considered necessary under ordinary conditions. A more 
practical ratio, however, is impossible under the present law limiting the 
hours of labor in all branches of the service. 
The chief increase in the cost of maintenance, as shown by the Treas-
urer's report , is due to the increase in personnel. Income from cities and 
towns and other sources amounted to $84,575.64, exceeding the income of 
last year by $1,444.53. By deducting income from the total expenditures 
for maintenance and dividing by the daily average imIDlber of patients, the 
net weekly per capita cost to the state still remains comparatively low at 
$10.327. 
For many months the trustees have had under serious consideration the 
most practical method of eliminating certain wooden buildings which were 
badly designed in the early days when work with crippled children was 
looked upon as somewhat experimental. Gratifying progress has been 
made in the light of experience and we look forward to the completion of 
a reconstruction program at an early date. Federal funds were obtained 
two years ago for the removal of one old dormitory designed for sixty 
children, and the construction of two fire-proof cottages for thirty children 
each. 
There is still another wooden dormitory like the first which must be 
replaced at the earliest possible date. Replacement ' of .two other buildings, 
for a suitable home for our nurses and a small industrial building in fire-
proof construction, is recommended as a pressing need although the build-
ings for patients should receive first consideration. 
While the trustees appreciate the fact that it is not practical to undertake 
too much construction in anyone year, it should be borne in mind that there 
are no anticipated changes in the building program adopted some years 
ago . The Superintendent's report, which together with the Treasurer's report 
is hereunto annexed and made a part of this report, contains a summary 
of the trustees' recommendations as presented last year. 
Those of us who have been privileged to follow the affairs of the 
institution at all hours and under all conditions have been impressed with 
the wholesome spirit of cooperation and cheerfulness on the part of em-
ployees and children alike. 
The trustees are deeply grieved to report the untimely death on May 3, 
1936, of Walter C. Baylies, who served as trustee for nearly twenty-seven 
year's and for the last ten years as Chairman of the Board. At a special 
meeting of the Board to honor the memory of Mr. Baylies, the following 
tribute was ordered to be placed in the "record: 
"With a profound sense of personal loss the Board records the 
passing of its Chairman, Walter C. Baylies. No formal resolution 
can express the feeling of those who, through their connection with 
I 
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the Massachusetts Hospital School as trustees, pu;;>ils or melllbc,'s o{ 
the staff, have known the steadying inti uence of his kindly hand. 
Tile ins piration of his happy, devoted service will continue to be a 
living part of the helitage of the school and to those privileged to 
serve with him, the shining memory of a rare and beautiful life ." 
Respectfully submitted, 
\VILLL\:M F. Fl'l'Z(;ER~\L lJ, Clwil'lll{/J/ 
ROBER'I' B. O SGOOD, M. D. 
Lcyumop 'Va'HIKG'POX 
H.oBlm'l' F. BRADFOTW 
W. R USSELL MACAuSLAND, M. D. 
Trustees 
SUPEH.INTENDENT'S REPORT 
To the Trust ee:; of the j}[assctchusetts Hospital School: 
5 
I beg leave to submit herewith a report of the operations of the Massa-
chusetts Hospital School for the year ending November ;lO, 1936. 
The school year has been a very happy and prosperous one. Health 
standards, which have been our chief concern, in general have been main-
tained. The register of visitors to patients shows 2,869 names and this 
list does not include all members of family groups who would at least 
double the number who came in the interest of individual patients. Parents 
have been cooperative and free in their expressions of appreciation. 
Requests to take children home for the holidays and week-end visits have 
been granted freely. Throughout the entire year th-ere was but one week-
'3ild when all the patients enrolled were present at the same time. Home 
visits reduced the daily average number of patients actually present by 
5,921 days. Formerly home visits were encouraged as the best means of 
strengthening horne ties and community intel'est, especially in children who 
would need special opportunities when discharged, In contrast to earlier 
times the automobile has become such a convenient means of transportation 
that it may become necessary to adopt a more restrictive policy regarding 
horne visits which lower daily averages and increase per capita cost. 
The new buildings added during the past few years permit a more satis-
factory grading and classification of patients by age, mental and social 
capacity. 
There were in the institution on November 30, 1935, 293 children , of 
whom 33 were sick minor wards received from the Division of Child Guar-
dIanship of the State Department of Public Welfare. There have been ad-
mitted 329 patients, of whom 281 were minor wards received for hospital 
care only. The whole number under treatment during the ye:l.r was there-
fore 622 or 314 children for temporary hospital care and 308 who were 
eligible for both hospital and scho'ol departments. 
The maxim.um number present at anyone time was 293 and the minimum 
139. The daily average number was 258 or 234 orthopedic cases and 24 
sick minor wards. Including children who were temporarily absent on visit 
the average enrollment for the year was 289. 
The discharges numbered 353, of whom 275 were minor wards, leaving in 
the institution at the end of the year 39 sick minor wards and 230 Hospital 
School children. 
The age of the youngest patient admitted was one month and three days 
and of the oldest nineteen years, six months and twenty-five days. 
Of the admissions 290 were natives of Massachusetts, 22 of other New 
England states, 9 of other states, 3 oE foreign countries and the birthplaces 
of 5 were unknown. 
Admission diagnoses have been tabulated for statistical tables from the 
physicians' certificates for admission. In some cases when the terms em-
ployed were not clearly diagnostic, such as "for observation" and "question 
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of," more definite provisional diagnoses based upon entrance examination 
have been substitUited for vague and misleading terms. 
Of the discharges 2 never should have ,been admitted and were trans-
ferred to the Massachusetts General Hospital; 249 had recovered; 64 had 
improved, of whom 62 were able to attend a public school; 13 were phys-
ically or mentally unpromising for further advancement; 1 left to enter 
the Shriners' Hospital; 2 had prepared for high school training at the 
Industrial School for Crippled and Deformed Children in Boston; 2 had 
qualified for apprenticeship training in watch repairing under the guidance 
of the Rehabilitation Department of' the State Board of Education; 9 were 
capable of self-support; 6 who were referred for operation were found to 
be poor surgical risks; 1 was discharged following readmission for examin-
ation, having remained overnight; 1 was taken against advice; 1 was out 
on visit at end of year, and 2 children died from the follo,.ing causes: 
Bronchiectasis; progressive muscular dystrophy. 
THE M EDICAL AND NURSING SERVICE 
has been continued along the lines mentioned in several previous repDrts. 
The cDnsulting staff has freely given much valuable advice on regular clinic 
days and individual members have been readily available when called upDn 
in special cases. Grateful acknowledgment is made to these prominent 
specialists whose generous and cordial cDDperation 'has meant SD much tD . 
the Superintendent and the resident staff. 
SCRGlCAL OrERATIO:S-S 
were perfDrmed during the year as follDWS: Amputation of distal phalanx 
of toe, 1; arthrDdesis of wrist, 1; bilateral tenDtDmy of hamstrings, 1; bone 
graft, 1; Brackett curved osteDtDmy of femur, 1; circumcision, 5; closed 
osteotomy of femur, 1; excisiDn 'Of septic cyst, 1; HDke stabilizing operatiDn, 
2; incisiDn and drainage 'Of abscess of ankle, 1; incisiDn and drainage 'Of 
abscess 'Of fDrearm, 3; incisiDn. and draina.ge 'Of a.b3cess 'Of grDin, 1; incisiDn 
and drainage of abscess of jaw, 1; incision and drainage 'Of abscess 'Of 
skull, 1; incisiDn and drainage 'Of abscess of tibia, 1; incision and drainage 
of abscess o'ver left clavicle, 1; incisiDn and drainage 'Of abscess 'Over left 
scapula, 1; Jones pseUidarthrosis of hip, 1; manipulatiDn 'Of knee, 1; McEwan 
DsteDtDmy 'Of femur , 1; mYDtDmy and tenDtomy 'Of adductors, 1; Orr opera-
tiDn for osteDmyelitis of fibula , 1; osteDtomy 'Of tibia and fibula, 1; plastic, 
3 ; rem 'Oval 'Of cystic areas in 3rd and 4th metatarsals, 1; remDval 'Of scar, 1; 
repair of inguinal hernia, 2; sequestrectDmy, 1; tenDtDmy 'Of plantar fascia 
and t endD Achilles, 1; t enDtomy 'Of tendD Achilles, 2; tonsillectDmy and 
adenectomy, 162; tDrticDllis, 1; reduction 'Of dislocated elbDw (emplDyee) , l. 
There were 48 cases 'Of mumps and 2 'Of chicken-pox. 
It is a satisfaction tD report upDn the prDfessiDnal skill, IDyalty and de-
vDtiDn tD duty 'Of the senior physicians WhD have labDred together tD secure 
the best and mDst scientific treatment for their patients. Their great IDyalty 
in the affairs of administratiDn, their thDUghtful and kindly treatment 'Of 
visitDrs and above all their sympathetic interest in the children cDntinue tD 
be an influence for strength and dtgnity thrDughDut the entire institutiDn. 
The nursing service has been strengthened ,by the employment 'Of a larger 
number of graduates WhD have been availa.ble at the same wages when 
non-graduate nursing assistants have resigned frDm time to time. The 
Superintendent of Nurses, now in her seventh year 'Of service, has fulfilled 
her duties with intelligence, fidelity and tact. 
Miss Alexsandraena Rudland, after twenty-five years of most faithful, 
devDted service, resigned tD be married. Her pDsitiDn of hospital supervisDr 
was filled by the prDmDtiDn of Mrs. Agnes R. Gay, a graduate 'Of the Boston 
Children'S HDspital Training SChDOI for Nurses. 
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THE DENTIST 
reported 1,584 dental operations divided as follows: 509 amalgam fillings; 
140 cement and amalgam fillings; 35 synthetic porcelain fillings; 43 zinc 
oxide eugenol fillings; 7 cement fillings; 156 copper amalgam fillings; 67 
germicidal Kryptex fillings; 27 root canal fillings; 14 2 extractions; 122 
X-rays; 282 treatments; 48 fissu.res polished; 6 porcelain jackets. 
Seventy-eight impressions were taken of cases who either presented mal-
formations of dental arches or mouths that required close observation for 
future development. 
The dental hygienist performed 1,597 prophylaxes. One hundred sixty-
two cases were checked up daily with instruction in the use of the tooth-
brush or for gum :stimulation. 
THE P H YSWTHERAP1S'L' 
has lost none of her enthusiasm for her work which not only calls for skill 
in technique but patient, undiscouraged effort from day to day over a· long 
period of time. In extending and perfecting the best methods of physical 
therapeutics members of the staff, in cooperation with the physiotherapist, 
are impressed with the importance of taking a comprehensive view of the 
whole individual child rather than of merely a part. 
The majority of patients selected for physiotherapy receive treatment six 
days per week and the physiotherapist observes that children follow the 
time closely and vol,ilntarily report for treatment as an advantage to be 
gained rather than a task to be endured. During the year there were 4,970 
treatments for corrective exercises, 3,2.20 for ,baking, exercises and ma:ssage , 
740 for training in locomotion and 1,220 for heliotherapy. 
THE SCHOOL 
registered through the school year to June 26th 256 pupils classified as 
follows: 
Grades 7 -8-Commercial 
Grades 4-5-6 
Grades 2-3 
Grades I-sub-primary 
Special ungraded. 
Ave r a gE> 
m e mbe rs h ip 
58+ 
61+ 
38+ 
26+ 
39+ 
Ave rage 
d a il y a tte nda n ce 
55+ 
59+ 
36+ 
25+ 
38+ 
P e r cent of 
a tte ndance 
95+ 
96+ 
93+ 
92+ 
96+ 
Cla:sses have been conducted along tIle same general lines as heretofore 
under the inspiring leadership of the head teacher who has redeemed by 
her performance the promise made for her by her record as a pupil-patient 
in, the class of 1916. Another graduate of the same class joined the teach-
ing staff in September to succeed a faithful teacher of many years who 
resigned to be married. 
Last spring there was so much enthusiasm in the organization of hobby 
clubs that classes were continued at the opening of school in September 
in the following subjects: Dramatics, Poetry, Music, Art, Nature, Travel, 
Science, The Cinema, Handicraft, Braille and Philately. Evening meetings 
have been held every two weeks for recreation and profit in the chosen 
cou.rses of :study. Members of the staff have cooperated with the teachers 
in this generous voluntary service, from which the children are receiving 
much pleasure and inspiration. Instructive programs are planned for pre-
sentation at regular general assembly meetings held bi-monthly. Many 
other social events appear on the school calendar, notably the informal 
teas on Thursday afternoons, the birthday parties on the last Thursday of 
each month and the May breakfa:st on the Saturday nearest Arbor Day, 
when a tree is planted in honor of some special friend of the senior class. 
Special attention is paid to the appropriate observance of holidays and dur-
ing Christmas week some interesting event takes place every day and eve-
ning. 
8 P. D. 8 2 
The commercia l class has had much practical work this year in type-
writing' by taking over the copying of the menus and other typewriting foi' 
var ious departments in the school. 
The social life of the cottages is unified by the Stu dent Council which is 
composed of the presidents of the various cottages and of the u pper grad es. 
Each year Stud en t Council puts on a Stunt Night and the cottage gr o1.Lps 
have much friendly rivalry . This year Student Council made a banner a nd 
it was presen ted to the cottage putting on the winning stunt. 
'l' h e graduating cla ss ride included historic Marblehead , wh ere lunch was 
eaten at the old fort overlooking the harbor. . 
Graduation exercises were devoted to the history of educa tion in i\Ia ssa-
chusetts; and the original essays demonstrated th e leading pa rt i\Iassachu-
s etts has taken in education from the early colonial days to t he prese nt. 
It was an inspiration to the class of sixteen graduates, as it was to every 
member of the school, to see the diplomas conferred by Mr. Robert Bradford 
of the Board of Trustees and to r ecall the lessons gained by the past years 
of association with his illustrious father and the influence imparted by him 
by his humanities, scientific attainment and high ideals. 
It is a problem to find a s atisfactory adjustment of ele mentary education 
to prepare crippled children to meet the requirements of the industrial 
world which is changing at au unprecedented rate. If the school can build 
character, develop courage and at the same time obtain the maximum 
physical improvement, the success of its pupils is proportionately secured. 
Some justification of the school 's policy of avoiding experimental sche mes 
of extended education the more closely to inculcate such forms of funda-
m ental knowl edge as are of practical valu e can be found among its grad,uates. 
In their opinion education and training to certain particular pursuits should 
be carried through all departments. The medical and nursing service for 
the promotion of body h ealth naturally commands the greatest respect; 
athletic sports and opportunity for self-expression without the feelin g of 
inferiority which comes from competition with physical superiors are recog -
nized as the chief benefit of many; others found inspiration from their 
association with considerate employees in the offices , on the farm, at the 
sewing-room, printing shop or in the domestic department. The influence 
of teachers and class activities, including the social life of the school , made 
the deepest impression upon a large number who feel indebted to t he 
school for their accomplishments. 
If ever, in the chronicle of any year, th e life of some graduates migh t 
be wlitten, it certainly would be a better measure of the value of the school 
than the statistics of an annual report. More and more the institution is 
coming under the influence of its graduates, whose a ccomplishments should 
be a guide to the educational policy of the school. 
The observations of the social worker, who is an honorary member of the 
Alumni Association and whose duties keep her well informed concerning 
graduates, have been of special value in the solution of many problems of 
administration . Her reports from day to day throughout the year have 
been summarized in an annual report throwing so much light upon the 
accomplishments of former patients that it is submitted herewith. 
R EPORT m' S OCI AL 'VORKER 
To the Superintendent: 
The feeling of solidarity among our graduates has always been marked. 
Their life as pupils here has made more impression upon them than is 
usual among scholars from the elementary grades. The Alumni Association 
has carr ied out its purpose "of prolonging and strengthening the bond of 
friendship made during our grammar school days" not only among them-
selves, but with the staff and other workers at the school of which they were 
once and still feel themselves to be a: part. Training at the school is made 
more definite, encouragement is offered to pupils still in the classes, by the 
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experience and example of so many men and women doing full work in the 
world. 
The meeting held at the school in June was attended By nearly 150 ' me m-
bers. Interest in the Association and its aims was still further stilllulatetl 
by its dinner served at the Annual meeting in November. To this the 
Honorary President and members of the Hospital School executiye staff 
were bidden as guests. One hundred and thirty-three sat down to the 
tables, and later arrivals brought the number present to nearly 160. After 
the dinner the dignified and original installation ceremony was conducted 
by a past president of the association, and all present felt that another ad-
vance had been made in the path of worthy influence for the organization. 
To this meeting members came from all parts of the state. A very inter-
esting story is that of a man who eighteen years ago received the diploma 
of the school. He learned tailoring here while working in our sewing-roolll. 
He fou'lld employment immediately upon his discharge, and has never been 
out of a jo,b since. Yet he is heavily and permanently handicapped by infan-
tile paralysis. Another with the same disability is working on a newspaper 
in his home city. One young woman who received her diploma here fifteen 
years ago, after making a remarkable recovery from bone tuberculosis, has 
completed high school, Normal Art school, secured a place as supervisor 
in a suburban school system, and is now in her turn giving art courses to 
the teachers of the city. Another more recent graduate has finished her 
training in one of the State teachers' colleges, and after completion of her 
practice teaching will receive her degree early in the new year. A girl who 
overcame her crippling by infantile paraly~is and has been successful as a 
clerical worker, recently received severe injury in an accident. Her vitality 
enabled her to recover in a surprisingly short time, and her courage is 
undiminished as she retwns to her work. 
An unusual occupation has been added to the list of those in which our 
graduates have engaged-that of performer in a traveling show. Our only 
pupil from another state was a girl who had lost both arms as the result 
of an accident at the age of twelve. While she was completing her educa-
tion here she learned to do lIlany things with her toes, among others to 
operate a typewriter with considerable effiCiency. Since her discharge and 
return to her home. she has found it difficult to obtain work. She now 
writes us that sbe is with a company giving performances in the larger 
cities of the South, that she appears daily, and enjoys her work and her 
travel about the country. She is capitalizing not her handicap but the 
dexterity to which it gave rise. She is satisfying the universal interest felt 
in exhibitions of bodily skill, anQ in so doing is engaged in a legitimate 
form of work. Though she was never trained in school with the aim of 
making her a public performer, to become one is much more wholesome than 
to appeal for help on the ground of disability alone. 
The average discharge age of our school cases has been slightly OV9r 
sixteen during the year. This is somewhat higher than in most previous 
years, owing to the fact that we have had a number of girls and boys who 
for one reason or another have remained here up to the limit of the time 
for which we can under the law allow them to remain as pupils, that is, 
the a.ge of twenty-one. A boy who had worked with cows and poultry on 
our farm found similar work at home. Another who had been in our clerical 
class has gone to work in the store of a relative who hopes later to make 
him valua.ble in the management of the business. This young man is badly 
crippled from infantile paralysis, came to this school as a little boy, had 
all his education here, and learned to walk with crutches and braces only 
by the exercise of long-continued, patience and determination. One girl, 
extremely deformed as a result of spinal defect, has been unable as yet to 
find employment for her great skill as a seamstress, although she is capable 
of self-support if opportunity were offered her. A boY' without family or 
friends able to support him is so badly pa.ralyzed from birth that he could 
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hardly ,be expected to become self-supporting, although he has a pleasant 
and willing disposition. Since his transfer to another institution, however, 
he has put to good use the knowledge of weaving that he gained here, and 
is making scarfs and mufI1ers for sale, much to his gratification. 
Two boys, both badly crippled from infantile paralysis, have been accepted 
for training in watch-repairing by the State Division of Vocational Rehabili-
tation. An interesting fact in connection with one of these cases is that the 
employer in whose shop he is trained is also one of our graduates, a member 
of the first class sent out, in 1912. The Division has shown much interest 
in these cases, and a great deal of careful work has been done in making 
the arrangements previous to placement for training. It is highly desirable 
that this school should be at all times in close connection with a division 
which begins its work at the place where ours normally leaves off. The 
task of the Hospital School still continues to be mainly the giving of ele-
mentary academic education and pre-vocational training. 
Some pupils will always be obliged to remain here as long as possible, on 
account of the nature of their disability. Some bone infections take years 
for recovery, and during that time the patient must .be guarded against over-
exertion, either mental or physical. Many of our girls and boys have to use 
nlO's.t of their strength to fight disease, without much margin left for receiv-
ing education of future economic value. Yet some do acquire this during 
their long struggle. One of our girls, with one leg amputated before she 
came to us, made great improvement in health, gained her clerical diploma 
here, worked and continued to study after her discharge, and at length has 
reached a point where she has the strength to carry around an artificial leg, 
and does a day's work every day. 
There are now at the school about twenty graduates from various classes. 
For these, there are a number of vocational paths open. The girls at the 
cottages have their excellent training, and every year a number find places 
as mother's helpers or in some form of domestic work. Our clerical class 
continues to send out each year some who succeed in finding office positions. 
Our sewing and handiCraft classes give the girls training that fits them for 
many light industrial processes. Many of the boys take interest in the farm, 
with its work with animals and poultry, or for the mechanically-minded, with 
trucks and automo.biles in the garage. The printing shop does more and 
better work each year, Through lack of a linotype, it cannot train for 
modern speed, but must make up in quality what it is forced to lack in 
quantity. Some boys do well in cobbling. One has reason to be proud of 
the fact that he has this year returned to the Trustees' Fund the small loan 
made him to set him up ' in a shoe-repairing business in his home town. 
One of our graduates has been taken into employment here as telephone oper-
ator, a.fter a long and faithful training at the school switchboard as a volun-
teer worker. 
A project carried through to a highly successful completion after several 
years' preparation by the school department is the publication of the Hos-
pital School year-book, "The Seal," by our printing classes. All the work 
on this volume, covering a five-year period, was done here, with the exception 
of binding. It contains class pictures, programs, essays and a variety of 
material produced by our graduating classes during that time. It is the 
size of the usual high school or college year-book, and is durably and 
handsomely .bound in crimson. It presents in permanent form a valuable 
record of school activities, and the school department may well feel proud 
of this achievement. 
Though a considerable part of our recreation program is furnished by 
our children themselves, through their musical and dramatic performances 
by "home talent, " we could not well do without the stimulus and enjoy-
ment furnished by our friends in the community about us, in the parties 
and entertainments brought to our Assembly Hall. Many of these groups 
of friends come back year after year and devote much money, time and 
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thought to making the hours happy for our girls and boys. Prominent 
among the givers of these bright hours have been the Norwood Lodge of 
Elks with their annual Christmas party, the W. P. A. band from Brockton, 
under the direction of Mr. Milo Burke, which has given several fine concerts, 
the young people's society of Temple Mishkan Tefila, Boston, with their 
annual Valentine party, the company from the Wrentham State School, in 
their elaborate operetta, the gymnasium class of the Braintree High School 
in an afternoon exhibition, the friends from Fore River Shipyard, with their 
annual party, a performance of "The First Year" under the direction of the 
Federal Theatre, the dancing classes of Miss Alice Belanger, and Mr. 
Sydeman 's annual party in memory of his son Sumner. Mrs. Augustus 
Hemenway has as usual been most generous in giving the use of her car 
for afternoon trips with parties of our children. Mr. Samuel Gurvitz of 
Boston has carried out a series of visits with informal talks by experts in 
various fields of sport and recreation. Our pupils have been much inter-
ested in these meetings, which have covered hockey, golf, ,boxing, ski-jump-
ing and sport reporting by a newspaper carto'onist and a staff photographer 
from Boston papers. 
Many of the friends just mentioned have brought gifts as well as enter-
tainment. The holidays, especially Christmas, have been marked by many 
beautiful and useful articles, presented for the benefit of our girls and boys. 
In all, forty-five organizations or individual givers have made contributions 
to the school dUring the year. All thtse may be sure that we appreciate 
the best gift of all, a flow of kindly spirit toward the Hospital School pupils 
which keeps unbroken the friendly ties with the communities from which 
they came. 
Respectfully submitted, 
RUTH PARK, Social Worke1·. 
REPAIRS 
have been made as a regular routine and always with a view to permanen;:y 
except at the old East Dormitory, the Nurses' Home and places where rep&irs 
would be expensive and inexpedient for other reasons. 
Another fourteen-car garage for cars of employees was built at the oppo-
site t;;ide of the driveway from the Men 's Cottage. While the building is 
simply constructed of wood, it has a substantial foundation of cement and 
at a rental charge of 25 cents per week returns a favorable rate of interest 
upon the investment. The sum of $1,100 was available for the construction 
of this building by regular employees. The materials cost $699.40, leaving 
an unexpended balance of $400.60. With an appropriation of $450 a small 
detached building for calves was erected southwest of the cow barn at a 
cost of $305.11 for materials. 
TIlE FAR)[ 
operated as an independent unit doubtless would show a loss because the 
land is not favorable for profitable cultivation. As an adjunct to the insti-
tution, however, the farm must be credited with the labor of men, the work , 
of teams, trucks and machines for the upkeep of the grounds, for the dis-
posal of rubbish, the removal of snow and for many other important items 
of maintenance, and this "other institution work" in the farm account shows 
a profit for the year of $3,103.41. 
The herd of high-grade Guernsey cows produced 111,436 quart,S of milk 
with au average butter fat content of 5.95% at an estima ted cost of 
$.08536 per quart. 
From the poultry plant the institution was supplied with 8,686 % dozen 
eggs, 2,86214 pounds of dressed fowl, 3,72814 pounds of dressed chicken 
and 165 pounds of broilers. 
Other important products of the farm were 2,747 % pounds of beef, 
9,610% pounds of pork and a limited supply of both summer and winter 
vegetables. 
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Replacement of laundry machinery which has been in use for twenty-
seven years and renewal of Assembly Hall roof, for which an appropriation 
of $9,350 should be recommended. 
Although the State Boiler Inspector continues to grant licenses for the 
operation of t.hree 60-inch horizontal tubular boilers which have been in 
operation nearly thirty years , it should be borne in mind that the rating is 
likely to be reduced at any time and new steam boilers will then become a 
necessity . 
The trustees already are aware of the fact that there are three old wooden 
buildings which are wholly inadequate for the needs of the institution. In 
compliance with the provisions of Section 4 of Chapter 29 of the General 
Laws the following estimates have been filed with the Budget Commissioner: 
NW'ses' Ilome-$ 95 ,00 0: To replace a two-story wooden building originally 
used 'for an infinnary, and later remodeled to accommodate 32 female em-
ployees and families of a senior physiCian and steward. Building \Va.s 
entirely inadequate for the number to ,be accomillodated even before the 
increase under the 48-hour law. 
TtfO (2) Thirty-bed Cottages- $125,000: To replace an old w:ooden dor-
mitory, duplicating cottages already built as a part of the replacement con-
struction program. 
TlIdllsiria/ Building allti ('old ,r;'10 mw' P/ant-$45,OOO: To replace Indus-
trial Building of factory construction which originally cost but $6,239.35. 
This old, cheaply-constructed wooden building should be replaced by a brick 
bUllding containing four rooms at grade for industrial classes and basement 
for a cold storage plant. The ice boxes oI this institution have been in use 
nearly thirt.y years and must be replaced or renewed. 
X-Ra.llMachine and Eq1tipment-$4,785: There have been many improve-
ments in X-ray equipment and technique since our present equipment was 
installed some years. ago . We should have the protection of modern shock-
proof devices and facilities for quick exposure of chest, kidneys, etc. 
With a quota of 157 officials and employees it would be obviously im-
possible to mention all meritorious service. Wholesome rivalry between 
departments has not been looked upon with disfavor. Some petty jealousies 
have been expected but on the whole it would be difficult to find a more 
harmoniuus , cooperative force of car~fully-chosen persons collectively em-
ployed for one common purpose. The whole corps of employees averaged 
to rotatE' one-sixth times and the average length of service, exclusive of 
recent in creas8 in personnel under the 48-hour law, was 7 years, 11 months 
and 2 da)'f; . 
Altho ugb t he t ru st ees ha ve paid affectionate tribute to the memory of 
Walter C. BayJies, yo ur S uperintende nt cannot le t this occasion pass without 
a brief word of person a l a ppr eCia tion of a t r u e friend who gave so much of 
his time and str en g th t o the ser vice o f th e in stit ution w hich lay ver y close 
to his h eart. 
R espE'ctfully s u b mit ted , 
Jon~ E. FISII , 1\1. D .. 
Su perinte11dent 
D L\(;XOSIS ox AmIlsRlOx 
School Department 
Am putation of fin ger s ; hepatitis 
Am:"otonia congenita 
Anterior poliomyeli tis 
A nterior poliomyelitis; congenital deformity 
Arthrit is; endoca r ditis 
Cer ebral palsy 
Club feet ; eczema 
Boy~ 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
3 
1 
Girl" 
5 
1 
T otal 
1 
1 
11 
1 
1 
4 
1 
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Dystonia 
Epiphyseal dystrophy 
Flat feet 
Fracture of elbow 
Fracture of femur 
F'racture of tibia 
Laceration of leg 
Legg's disease 
Lumbar kyphosis 
Obstetrical paralysis 
Orteitis fibrosa cystica 
Osteomyelitis 
Post encephalitis paralysis agitans 
Progressive muscular dystrophy 
Rheumatic fever, acute 
Rickets 
Rickets; hernia, umbilical 
Spina bifida 
Still's disease 
Torticollis 
Tuberculosis of sacro-iliac 
Tu berculosis of spine 
Tuberculosis of spine and hip 
Abscess of face 
Appendicitis . 
Asthma 
Axillary adenitis 
Hospital Department 
Cervical adenitis; scabies; im petigo 
Chorea 
Circumcision 
Circumcision; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 
Colitis 
Dermatitis 
Eczema 
Endocarditis, chronic 
Endocarditis, rheumatic 
Endocarditis, rheumatic; chorea 
Enteritis 
Enteroptosis 
Enuresis 
Epidermophytosis 
Erythema nodosum 
Furunculosis 
Hernia in scar 
Hernia, Inguinal 
Impetigo 
Impetigo; pediculosis 
Insect bites 
Malnutrition 
Osteomyelitis, acute 
Otitis media 
Otitis media; eczema 
Pyelitis 
Rheumatic fever 
~ 
Boys 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
27 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
Girls 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
21 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
13 
Total 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
48 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
14 
Boys 
Rickets; dental caries; pediculosis 
Scabies 14 
Scabies; dental caries 
Scabies; dental caries; pediculosis 
Scabies; furunculosis 1 
Scabies; impetigo 
Stomatitis; bronchitis, acute 1 
Swelling of ankles and legs, idiopathic 
Syphilis, congenital 1 
Tinea 1 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased 81 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dental caries 10 
Tonsils and adenoids, uiseased; impetigo 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; large scar forma-
tion on neck and upper chest 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; nodular swelling 
on lip 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; otitis media 1 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; rickets; pediculosis 
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; scabies; impetigo 1 
Torticollis; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 1 
Vulvo-vaginitis 
Vulvo-vaginitis; tonsils and adenoids, diseased 
141 
Girls 
1 
21 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
61 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
2 
140 
~AT1VITY AND PARENTAGE OF CHILDREN ADMI'I."I.'ED 
Birthplace Patient Father 
Massach usetts 290 98 
Other New England States 22 26 
Other States 9 17 
Total Native 321 141 
Other Countries: 
Armenia 1 
Australia 1 
Azores 2 
Belgium 1 
Canada 14 
Cuba 1 
England 3 
Finland 1 
Greece 2 10 
Ireland 4 
Italy 1 24 
Lithuania 3 
Madeira Islands 2 
Newfoundland 2 
Norway 1 
Poland 8 
Portugal 1 
Russia 6 
Scotlanu 
Virgin Islands 
Total Foreign 3 85 
Unknown · 5 103 
329 329 
P. D. 82 
Total 
1 
35 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
142 
16 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
9 
2 
281 
Mother 
146 
27 
16 
189 
1 
2 
32 
1 
7 
7 
21 
3 
4 
6 
2 
11 
1 
3 
1 
1 
103 
37 
329 
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STATISTICS 
CENSUS 
School Hospital 
Department Department Total 
November 30, 1935 
Admitted during year 
Whole number under treatment 
Discharged 
November 30, 1936 
Average age of admissions 
Youngest 
Oid'est .. .. 
Yrs. 
10 
!> 
1.9 
260 
48 
308 
78 
230 
:Mos. 
7 
3 
6 
33 293 
281 329 
314 622 
275 353 
39 269 
Days YrR. Mos. Days 
26 9 0 2 
10 0 1 3 
25 19 0 7 
Average . daily number.pr~sent 
Average daily enrolldl·fu!t· . " 
234.6 24.36 
289.75 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
To the Trustees oj the Massachusetts Hospital School: . 
I l'espectfully submit the following r~port of the finances of this institution 
for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1936: 
Income 
Board of inmates 
Personal services: 
Receipts 
Reimbursement from Board of Retirement 
Sales 
Rent . . . . . . . 
Refunds, account of previous years 
Sundries 
Receipts from Treasury of Common weal th: 
Advance Fund . . 
Maintenance appropriation 
Total 
Payments 
To the Treasury of the Commonwealth 
Maintenance appropriation. 
Advance Fund . . . 
Refunds, account of previous years 
Appropriation current year 
Expenses as analyzed below 
Maintenance 
$83,650.18 
62.00 
247.30 
176.50 
426.16 
13.50 
$ 16,500.00 
146,115.24 
$84,149.48 
146,115.24 
16,500.00 
426 If. 
$229,170.14 
224.034.31 
Total receipts and payments are in agreement with Comptroller's 
books of accounts. 
Personal services 
Food . . . 
Medical and general care 
Farm . . . 
Religious instruction. . 
Heat and other plant operations 
Travel, transportation, office expenses 
Garage and grounds 
Clothing and materials 
Furnishings and household supplies 
Repairs, ordinary 
Repairs and renewals 
Total expenditures for maintenance 
$145,.510.61 
20.93a.(i5 
5,898.84 
11,199.45 
1.590.00 
17,600.71 
~,728.22 
1,192.92 
3,653.79 
4,732.05 
3,466.72 
5,531.35 
$ 84,575.64 
162,615.24 
$247,190.88 
$247,190.88 
$5,135.83 
$224,034.31 
16 
Cottage for Boys 
Cottage for Girls 
Sewer 
ElIll.'rg t ucy Public J["orks 
Appropriation 
$101,.756.78 
71,100.00 
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Expended 
$101,756.78 
42,067.73 
Balance November 30, Inti $29,032.27 
PER CAPITA 
During the year the average number of inmates has been 258.96 
Total cost for maintenance, $224,034.31 
Equal to a weekly pe,. capita cost of $16.591 
Receipts from sales, $247.30 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $.018 
All other institution receipts, $84,328 .34 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $6.244 
)let weekly per capita cost, $10.327 
Respedfully submitted, 
JOHN E. FISH, M. D, 
T,'easlll'el' 
Land, 165.72 acres 
Buildings and equipment 
Travel, transportation, etc. . 
Food 
VALUATION 
November 30, 1936 
Real Estate 
Personal Property 
Clothing and materials . . 
Furnishings and hou~ehold supplies 
Medical and general care . , 
Heat and other plant operations 
Farm . 
Garage and grounds 
Repairs 
Total 
$41,806.00 
768,524. 39 
$810,330.39 
$ 42.02 
3,144.75 
3,582.95 
68,377.60 
14,347.92 
3,316.60 
17,482.43 
4,616.47 
5,451.89 
$120,362.63 
$930.693.02 
